ZOOLOGICA 


SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF THE — 


- NEW YORK ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


— VOLUME I - — 
. ee Ss — io 


a. a 


ee 1907191 9) 


» 


PREFACE 

The Zoological Society of New York was chartered in 1895 
for three principal objects. 

The first object was educational, namely, popular nature 
teaching through the beautiful and instructive arrangement of 
living mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fishes, exhib- 
ited so far as possible in their native surroundings in a great, 
free zoological park and aquarium. The second object was eco- 
nomic, humanitarian, and esthetic, namely, the preservation 
and conservation of wild life, especially in North America, but 
in all parts of the world as well. 

When these two primary objects were well advanced and 
the Society had established its great Zoological Park and its 
great Aquarium under the most intelligent and liberal scientific 
administration, then it entered more seriously upon its third 
chief object, namely, the promotion of zoology through explora- 
tion, research, and publication. 

Members of the scientific staff of the Park and of the 
Aquarium did not, however, enter the well trodden field of the 
lifeless cabinet or museum animal, nor of the older systematic 
or descriptive zoology, but sought a new and inspiring field 
which had been relatively little pursued, namely, the observation 
of the living bird and the living mammal, wherever possible in 
its own living environment. This is a path pursued by the 
older naturalists and travellers, abandoned for a time in the 
work of the laboratory, but which is now followed with the new 
ardor of a larger knowledge of the problems and a deeper in- 
sight into the search for causes. These causes are sought in 
the experiments which Nature herself is constantly trying, or in 
a close imitation of the actual experiments of Nature, as in 
Beebe’s studies of the causes governing the changes of plumage 
and of color in the scarlet tanager (Piranga), and the Inca dove 
(Scardafella). 

Thus the Society puts forth this first volume of collected 
contributions by younger men who have been trained chiefly 
within its staff and by its expeditions on land and sea, in the 
hope of striking the new and inspiring note which life always 
gives. These men have given the best of their energy and in- 
telligence to exploration and research. Patrons, managers, and 
friends have backed the journeys and researches with generous 
gifts. Especially in the wild life of South America and of Asia 
materials have been secured for these and for more profound 
and exhaustive studies which from time to time will be pub- 
lished elsewhere. 4 

HENRY FAIRFIELD OSBORN, 
MADISON GRANT, 
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